WELCOME TO THE 8TH GRADE AT PI BETA PHI ELEMENTARY

2007-08

STAFF

The following teachers welcome you to the 8th grade and look forward to preparing students for high school, college, and careers:

· Mrs. Brenda Bailey-Oakley, 7th  Math and 8th  Pre-Algebra

· Mr. Dave Ballentine, Social Studies

· Mr. Mike Tinker,  7th Pre-Algebra and  8th Algebra I

· Mr. Stephen Banks, English

· Mr. Brian Hardison, Science, Math, and Social Studies

· Mrs. Shana Garza, Science and Health

· Ms. Barbara Bednar, LIterature

· Mr. Jeff Ginn,  8th English and Accelerated Language Arts (ALA)

GENERAL INFORMATION

· Many events will occur during the 2007-08 school year: Parks As Classroom trips/units will occur on the Chimneys’ Picnic area, Metcalf Bottoms, Sugarlands, and Cades Cove as well as stewardship projects in the National Park. All of our field trips are curriculum related and enjoyable experiences.

· Your child will integrate classroom instruction/learning with computers by developing skills in Microsoft Word, Excel, Powerpoint, and the Internet.  Students heavily use the computer lab for the Science Fair and the Social Studies Fair.  

· All students must complete a project for the science fair and the social studies fair.  The planning process begins early in the school year to maximize the research and planning needs of the projects.

· Your child will be expected to participate in our Student Incentive Program with the goal that each student will make good decisions about conduct and academic requirements.  Students realize that rewards are earned for good decisions, and consequences are experienced for bad decisions.  One of the significant rewards is to take the students to the Gatlinburg Community Center before Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter for a half day of supervised fun and recreation.  The student periodically throughout the year earns other intermediate rewards.

· The Sevier County Board of Education has a dress code policy that must be followed by all students in the 8th grade.  For more detailed information, you are invited to come to the school to read the policy.

· Parents will receive specific information from the school and from the 8th grade teachers throughout the school year concerning field trips and events.  Please reinforce with your child the importance of delivering the notes for you to read.

SUPPLIES FOR YOU TO PURCHASE DURING THE SUMMER BEFORE AUGUST 16:

· 6 multicolored folders with pockets (one for each subject area)

· 1 Trapper Keeper

· Clear or mesh backpack

· Pencils and pens (enough to last all year)

· Lined notebook paper (loose leaf with enough to last all year)

· Combination lock (no key lock or laser lock)

· 1 box of Kleenex (This is a very important need.)

· 1 container of Clorox wipes

· 1 container of hand sanitizer(example Germ X)

· All students are required to have a collegiate dictionary for home use.

· Basic calculator for home use.

REQUESTED COSTS FOR YOU TO PAY ON AUGUST 16:

· Math supplies:  graph paper, ruler, protractor




$5.00

· Literature:  classroom novels and related reading materials


$5.00

· Computer costs:  5 floppy disks and ink cartridge



$4.00

Total                   $14.00

REGISTRATION NEXT YEAR:  Registration will occur on August 16 between 5:00-7:00 PM at Pi Beta Phi Elementary.  The parent must attend registration to process the necessary paperwork. The first full day of school will be Monday, August 20.

